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DETAILED ACTION 

Responsive to claims filed October 14, 2003. Claims 1-20 are presented for examination. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10/14/03, 08/02/06, NS 
11/01/06 are being considered by the examiner. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) I ho in von I ion was described in (1 ) an application for pa tout, published under sen ion 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United Stales before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United Slates before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section ,'!, r > 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of 
this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international .application designated the 
United Slates and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Smith et al (US 
6,879,962). 

5. As per claim 1, Smith et al teach an export file management system for generating export 
files based on basic export data obtained from a plurality of manufacturing databases, and for 
automatically sending shipping advices to corresponding consignees of cargoes by e-mail, the 
system comprising: 
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a plurality of manufacturing workstations; a database server comprising a database; an 
application server (column 2, lines 5-27, fig 3, column 23, lines 29-37) comprising: 

a basic data module for obtaining basic export data by accessing the manufacturing 
workstations, and for storing said obtained basic export data in the database (column 2, lines 20- 
27) 

a tracking module for obtaining information on cargo tracking and abnormality messages 
sent by forwarders via corresponding client computers (column 3, lines 15-39, column 23, lines 
37-45); 

an export file management module for obtaining required data from the database; and for 
generating export files, address lists, cargo tracking records, and shipping advices based on said 
required data (column 1, lines 22-28); and 

a communication module for receiving shipping advices, obtaining information on 
consignees of cargoes by accessing corresponding address lists in the database, and for sending 
the shipping advices to the consignees according to said obtained information on consignees; and 
a network connecting the manufacturing workstations and the application server (column 3, lines 
15-39, column 23, lines 32-45, column 24, lines 15-19). 

6. As per claim 2, Smith et al teach wherein the database is used for storing information on 
cargoes, information on forwarders, address lists, export files, and cargo tracking records 
(column 3, lines 20-28). 

7. As per claim 3, Smith et al teach wherein each of the manufacturing workstations 
comprises: 

a manufacturing database server comprising a manufacturing database for storing the 
basic export data (column 2, lines 12-18); and 
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a manufacturing application server comprising an authorization management module for 
defining operational rights and a scope of access for each user of the manufacturing workstation 
(column 22, lines 37-42). 

8. As per claim 4, Smith et al teach wherein for each of the cargo, the export files comprise 
a packing list, a pro forma invoice, and a bill of lading (column 1, lines 22-27, column 3, linesl9- 
22, column 14, lines 6-11). 

9. As per claim 5, Smith et al teach wherein the information on cargo tracking comprises an 
actual arrival time and an actual departure time for each port through which a cargo has passed, 
a system status, a shipping status and a current position of the cargo (column 1, lines 22-57, 
column 3, lines 19-22). 

10. As per claim 6, Smith et al teach wherein the required data comprises basic export data, 
information on a cargo, a shipping path, an invoice number, an arrival time at a destination port, 
and a flight or voyage number (column 1, lines 22-27, column 3, linesl9-22, column 14, lines 6- 
11). 

11. As per claim 7, Smith et al teach wherein the export file management module is used for 
accessing the database on a predetermined schedule to obtain cargo tracking records and basic 
export data, and for generating reports based on said obtained tracking records and basic export 
data (column 2, lines 15-18). 

12. As per claim 8, Smith et al teach wherein on each occasion of said accessing, the reports 
comprise an on way tracking report for describing information on delivery between original ports 
and respective destination ports, an abnormality report comprising information on any delayed 
cargoes, and a booking status report for showing booking statuses of orders (column 3, lines 15- 
39, column 23, lines 37-45). 
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13. As per claim 9, Smith et al teach wherein the address lists are used for recording 
recipients of reports and the consignee of cargoes (column 1, lines 22-30, column 3, linesl9-22, 
column 14, lines 6-11). 

14. As per claim 10, Smith et al teach wherein each of the shipping advices is used for 
informing a corresponding consignee of up-to-date details of a cargo once after the cargo is 
delivered to the consignee, and comprises an invoice number, basic information on the cargo, 
information on forwarders, a shipping path, an arrival time at the destination port, and a flight or 
voyage number (column 2, lines 7-26, column 3, lines 15-37, column 1, lines 22-30). 

15. As per claim 11, Smith et al teach wherein generated export files are attached to each of 
the shipping advices (column 2, lines 7-26, column 3, lines 15-37, column 1, lines 22-30). 

16. As per claim 12, Smith et al teach the export file management module is further used for 
sending the reports and the shipping advices to the communication module (abstract). 

17. As per claim 13, Smith et al teach wherein the communication module is used for 
receiving reports sent by the export file management module, obtaining information on recipients 
of the reports, and sending the reports according to said information on recipients (abstract, 
column 2, lines 7-26, column 3, lines 15-37, column 1, lines 22-30). 

18. As per claims, 14, Smith et al teach wherein the application server further comprises a 
time control module for setting a first time parameter, a second time parameter and a third time 
parameter, wherein: the first time parameter defines times at which the basic data module 
accesses the manufacturing databases of the manufacturing workstations; the second time 
parameter defines times at which the export file management module accesses the database to 
generate series of export files; and the third time parameter defines times at which the 
communication module sends the reports (column 2, lines 17-19, column 12, lines 34-36, column 
16, lines 9-16, . 
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19. As per claims 15-20, these claims contain similar limitations as claims above, therefore 
are rejected under the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon, which is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure, arc cited in the Notice of Reference Cited form (PTO-892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to RAMSEY REFAI whose telephone number is (571)272-3975. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner' s 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on (571) 272-6790. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ramsey Refai 
December 13, 2007 
/R. R. / 

Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



/F. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



